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PLT Title 

Going Google: Exploring student writing through Google Drive 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

This year we provided students with increased opportunities to write and receive feedback via Google Apps. We will 
present an overview of our experience with Google documents and comments, Google forms, and various scripts. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Caitlin Corrieri* Chenery Grade 7 English 

Rebecca Green Chenery Grade 7 Science 

Jill MacKinnon Chenery Grade 8 English 

Joanne Marks Chenery Grade 8 Science 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

By the end of the 2013-2014 school year, students will have increased opportunities to write and then receive and 

utilize feedback through Google Drive. 

 
Key Actions 

1. Set up Google accounts with students and organize folder systems 

2.  Identify and create writing assignments appropriate for Google Drive usage 

3. Try different methods for giving feedback using Google Drive 

 
Findings  

1. For grades 7 and under, parental permission slips were necessary to give students access to Google Drive. This 
ended up being a big hassle at the beginning of the year and we are hopeful that it will become smoother as 
time goes on. 

2. Google Drive provided an opportunity for more constructive feedback from teachers 
3. Students made more revisions based on teacher feedback due to the streamlined electronic process 
4. Students were motivated by the use of technology and the collaboration opportunities 
5. Teachers found that it was easier to facilitate group work because there were easy opportunities for 

collaboration both in school and out of school 
6. It took a lot of time initially for teachers to become familiar with Drive apps and scripts, but it became easier 

over time. 
7. Technology resources at Chenery were not adequate to teach and model on a reliable basis  

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
1. We need time to integrate Google Drive writing opportunities into curriculum and more collaboration time 

among colleagues to discuss specific apps 
2. We think that differentiated professional development for teachers district-wide is needed 
3. We are looking forward to beginning a new school year with the systems in Google Drive we have developed 

this year. 
4. We need more technology resources at Chenery in order to sustain the use of Google Drive 

 

 


